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Liam Flint 
reports on  
his trip to the 

Commonwealth Games
Over 20 faith interviews 

recorded, a Usain Bolt cameo 
appearance, beach reports, 
athlete testimonies, radio 

shows and world-class sporting 
action . . . our Commonwealth 

Games coverage was definitely 
an Aussie education!

Tom Ellis and I set out for the Gold 
Coast with our focus on recording 
athlete testimonies, detailing how 
a personal faith in Jesus impacts 
their sport and their wider lives.

Before the Games kicked off, 
we attended an Easter United 
church service in the heart of the 
Gold Coast with over 3000 people 
from over 100 local churches. This 
really encouraged us to know that 
we weren’t the only presence at 
the Games that was aiming to 
promote a bigger message!

Commonwealth Games Report

During a whirlwind 11 days of 
competition we carried out 
many memorable interviews, 
some with gold medallists, such 
as Canada’s Christabel Nettey  
(above left) and South Africa’s 
Akani Simbine, who won the 
Men’s 100m gold. He said:

“I believe that God has blessed 
us all with a light that we need 
to shine. You need to find your 
purpose and shine it as bright as 
you can.”

continued overleaf 
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MISSION STATEMENT
Using media to introduce  

a dynamic, relevant, Christ-
centred lifestyle to sports fans 

around the world.

Step up to  
the pLate
passion for Sport 

needs you!

We’d love and welcome it  
if you would join us and  

Step up to the Plate as our 
supporters, in any or all  

of these three ways:
Please Pray: for our audience, 
and for all our staff, freelancers and 
trustees, and for God’s provision, 
wisdom and inspiration in 2018. 
Also pray …
•	 for	plans	for	the	2020	Olympics 

as Adrian Barnard and Liam Flint 
visit Tokyo in June;

•	 for	God’s	clear	leading	as	Liam	
considers a new podcast for 
cricket fans;

•	 for	opportunities	to	introduce	
sports fans to Jesus across all 
of our media platforms;

•	 we	urgently	need	more	trustees.		
Is God calling you? Contact us at 
the email address below.

PleAse Give: to support our work 
in the field, as we continue to plan 
visits in 2018 to meet and serve 
our audience on the ground http://
www.passionforsport.com/giving/

PleAse keeP in tOUCh: we enjoy 
hearing your Passion for sport- 
related news, views and stories. 
Also, we need your consent to 
maintain future contact with you. 
Please return the form enclosed, 
and so allow us to stay in touch 
with you after May 2018.  

Finally, if you would like a visit to 
your church, so we can share our 
message, then please contact us.

   We also heard the stories of 
Aussie swimmer Dan Smith and 
Uganda Netball’s Peace Proscovia, 
who both, in different ways, had 
to overcome real adversity to 
reach their sporting status. Each 
said that Jesus was the source of 
their motivation and success. 

National Australian Christian 
station Vision FM had us co-host 
their ‘Rise & Shine’ breakfast radio 
show. We were so encouraged 
by the willingness of athletes 
from all over the globe to talk 
to us, notably from Australia, 
Botswana, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Ghana, South Africa, Canada, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Jamaica and the 
British Virgin Islands! 

The quote of the trip came from 
Australian basketballer Cayla 
George (who incidentally went on 
to win gold at the Games):

“I’m not here without God: first 
and foremost, he’s given me the 
talent and the height to do this.  
He has blessed me with this 
platform so why not use it to 
shine; it’s all about him. In the last 
few days I’ve been planting seeds 
with some of my teammates who 
don’t know Jesus the way that 
I do. Maybe that little seed will 
help them grow.”

We are very grateful for all the 
prayers and support, and so 
encouraged by the stories and 
experiences that we gathered.

For more of our Games reports  
go to: www.planetsport.tv and  
to www.passionforsport.com

Top: Tom interviews swimmer Dan Smith;
 Above: at the Vision FM breakfast show

Below: Nicole Seekamp and Cayla George


