
Passion for Sport, Enterprise House, St Austell Bay Business Park, Par Moor Road, St Austell, PL25 3RF 
Tel: 01392 580624 Email: office@passionforsport.com www.passionforsport.com  
 
Passion for Sport is a working name of 2K Plus International Sports Media, a registered charity in England and 
Wales. Charity No: 1091941 and UK registered company limited by guarantee no: 4286195 
Registered office: Whittingham Riddell LLP, Belmont House, Shrewsbury Business Park, Shrewsbury, SY2 6LG 

 
 
Looking for inspiration?  
 
 
 
 
 
At international sporting events there are usually those poignant moments before the 
contest begins when flags are raised and national anthems are sung. 
 
There is little doubt that players and fans alike feel inspired by the uplifting of flags and 
voices and, if nothing else, this curtain-raiser provides a dramatic prelude to the anticipated 
encounter.  But away from the big stage of such events, from where do you draw inspiration? 
 
I tend to look back at those I have met over the years who offered me a sense of what was 
possible and achievable in life.  I think particularly of those from modest backgrounds, those 
who could boast of neither wealth nor position to ease their way in life.  But what they did 
have was vision, conviction, commitment and resolve. 
 
One person I worked for said he looked for colleagues more prepared to say “why not?” than 
“why?”  His philosophy was to try things out, to take (calculated) risks and then to be ready to 
be surprised, and hopefully delighted, by what happened.   
 
But there are, for a follower of Jesus, other sources of inspiration.  We can be inspired by the 
Word of God, by which I mean both its message and the messengers.  There are many 
extraordinary characters to be found in the pages of the Bible but there are also many 
ordinary characters to be found there.  But what makes this so inspirational is to see how the 
ordinary was transformed into the extraordinary. 
 
By the time Jesus comes on the scene, the variety of characters, their backgrounds, their 
problems and their hopes, seems to cover every type of human condition.  The common 
feature was their being inspired by the man who transformed their lives.  None of them was 
ever the same again. 
 
Some people who are inspirational can seem remote, distant figures.  We may be inspired by 
them but can never see ourselves aspiring to what they are or what they have achieved.  It is 
quite the opposite with Jesus.  He makes himself accessible.  He actually invites us to come 
and follow and the closer we allow ourselves to get to him, the more we will know him and 
the more we will be inspired to be like him. 
 
But now a question; could you inspire others?  I am not suggesting that we set ourselves up 
as inspirational figures, but the more we are able to show others what we have found to be 
inspirational in Jesus, the more others will be inspired to be like him.  So my question 
becomes: could you become a channel for Jesus to inspire others? 
 
(See Hebrews 12; 1-2) 
 
 


