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I wonder  
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have learned that children teach us more than we either realise and, probably, more than we 
care to believe.  Sometimes it is the quirkiness of their interpretations on life; sometimes it is 
their persistence in requiring answers to unanswerable questions.  Perhaps the most telling 
aspect is their openness to awe and wonder.  Children have few inhibitions about saying, 
“Wow”, and meaning it. 
 
There are plenty of good athletes whose achievements we acknowledge, applaud and enjoy 
watching.  But there are a few, I might even say, a very few athletes who leave us able to say 
little more than “wow”.  What they do and achieve does far more than merely impress us; it 
leaves us stunned. It is jaw-droppingly amazing.  We are genuinely in awe of them. 
 
The first time I saw some top class gymnasts perform in competition, I was speechless.  I was 
watching with someone who had himself taken part at quite a senior level but when I realised 
he, too, was just lost in wonder, I appreciated just how outstanding was this performance. 
 
It is this sense of awe and wonder, almost childlike in terms of our response to something or 
someone, that lifts us out of the mundane and ordinary to a totally different plane.  We even 
talk about being ‘taken out of ourselves’.  It is that combination of disbelief, admiration and 
just pure exhilaration that takes hold of us and leaves us in a state of near euphoria. 
 
In a quite different context we can watch TV programmes about space or medicine or nature 
and be at one and the same time informed and impressed.  But if the presenter is a specialist 
in the subject and she or he conveys a sense of awe and wonder, then our experience is really 
elevated.  We are no longer merely receiving interesting information; it is as if we are being 
drawn into a different dimension. 
 
Unsurprisingly, awe and wonder are frequently associated with religious experiences, the 
most obvious ones being a meeting with God.  These can be difficult to speak about as they 
are highly personal and, frankly, not so easy to describe in everyday language.  But, 
undoubtedly, awe and wonder is evident in what God has given and in what God has done. 
 
So as you look around, as you discover and learn more of the world in which God has placed 
us, allow yourself a ‘Wow’ or two.  And as you consider how God has worked in your life, add a 
few more ‘Wows’.  God really is awesome and wonderful. 
 
(See Luke 5; 26 and Psalm 65; 8) 
 


