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Heading for the  
finishing line   
 
 
 
However long a race is, there has to be a last lap or a final furlong or the home stretch.  
Everything that goes before is vitally important; it is like the investment that comes before 
actually cashing in and reaping the benefits. 
 
Throughout our lives we are shaping, modifying and implementing a game plan.  Most of the 
time we are likely to be quite unaware of it but it is inevitable that our preparations, decisions 
and character will play a part in just how we face up to each phase of the journey, from the 
start to the finish. 
 
But here is something odd, actually unique.  Our journey in life, which we might think of as a 
race with an inevitable end, holds an element of mystery.  And the mystery is: where, and 
when, will it end?  We know that there will be an end but we don’t know the time, place or 
circumstances of its happening. 
 
Do you find that unnerving?  Well, for some it is and their motto is: live each day as if it were 
your last!  A danger in that is that it may encourage a self-centred approach to all that we do.  
But there are other perspectives we can adopt which no less recognise that an end will come.   
 
One way is to reject the game plan approach and play it by ear.  You can try to adjust on the 
spur of the moment and do away with preparing or weighing up the options.  Most of us know 
someone who seems content to ‘go with the flow’ through life but too often the uncertainty 
and lack of foresight creates problems that make the journey of life overwhelming. 
 
Another way is to adopt a Christian perspective.  This means living each day to the full while 
anticipating that, one day, the race will be over and, yes, also that the reward will be granted.  
But until that time we are content to let the game plan continue to unfold, bit by bit.   
 
As with any game plan we have to adjust our efforts and attitudes to meet the inevitable 
changes in the conditions we encounter.  But those adjustments are not made randomly or on 
a whim.  They are prompted by a constant desire to prayerfully and carefully adapt to a 
different and better way of being.  
 
Reaching the finish is assured, whenever that may be, but arriving knowing that we have 
achieved what was required of us, is as humbling as it is  fulfilling. 
 
(See Hebrews 12; 1-2) 
 
 
 


