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Capturing the moment  
 
 
 
 
 
I had only a matter of seconds to get in position, point the camera and get what, for me, 
would be the shot of a lifetime.  My hero appeared, walked towards me, looked in my 
direction and, albeit with finger trembling, I managed to press the button at just the right 
moment. 
 
From time to time, even though it is now many years on, I glance back at the picture I took and 
allow myself a satisfied smile as I recall how I captured that shot.  That picture speaks 
volumes to me.  It brings back such vivid memories of the player, the match, the whole day in 
fact.  Brilliant! 
 
Years after that, I was present at a quite different event when a friend with whom I had lost 
contact, met up with me.  We were both attending a conference and as we were chatting he 
reached into his pocket and took out a picture.  It was of an informal setting with people 
milling around and chatting.  “Do you remember this?” my friend asked.  I replied that I had 
only a vague memory.  “It was at that event that my life was changed”, he explained. 
 
Then, as he described the situation, I realised that he was referring to the evening when he 
came to accept Jesus into his life.  He went on to describe how he always carried the picture 
with him and that when he was really up against things and hard pressed, he would take out 
the picture which, for him, captured a life-transforming moment. 
 
As he admitted, the picture itself would mean nothing to anyone else, but to him it would 
always be associated with a pivotal moment in his life as well as a prompt to thank God for 
that moment.  The picture reminded him that God, who changed his whole life, was still God in 
his life. 
 
For some people, faith develops over a period of exploring and discovering; for others it all 
seems to come together quite quickly.  But there is always a story to be told.  That story is 
about a life-change and it is the most significant story within a life.  Capturing and holding the 
story so we can share it with others enables the power of God we have experienced to be 
presented to others.   
 
It is not a case of a story being dramatic or sensational, merely being authentic.  Such stories 
are unique because their focus is on that precious time when God engages with one he loves.  
It cannot be copied or borrowed.  It is all yours, but so is the privilege to share it. 
 
(See 1 Corinthians 15;57 and John 3;16) 
 
 
 


