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It ’s all  over – or is it?   
 
 
 
 
“They think it’s all over ... It is now!”  In 1966 BBC TV commentator Kenneth Wolstenholme 
uttered those words which he could never have believed would become immortalised.   
 
But now for the almost unforgivable; I am going to add to those revered words: “They think 
it’s all over ... It is now!” with “And it was but it wasn’t”.  Which, I admit, doesn’t have much of 
a ring about it and doesn't seem to make sense!  You might therefore think, it was hardly 
worth my adding.   
 
But I have to add those words, because without them we don’t have the full story.  When the 
final whistle blew in that 1966 World Cup Final at Wembley, the match was over, time to pack 
up and go home.  It was finished.   
 
But then again, it wasn’t.  The debate about the validity of a disputed goal which turned the 
game in England’s favour had hardly begun.  Did the whole of the ball cross the whole of the 
line?   
 
Fifty years on, with the aid of remarkable technology, the controversy continues to be re-
visited and re-examined. Computer-simulation has been employed and the whole episode 
has even been the subject of serious, mathematical, academic papers.  And in spite of all 
that, the conclusion is, well, inconclusive! 
 
Two thousand years before Kenneth Wolstenholme uttered those famous words, it wouldn’t 
have been unreasonable for certain authority figures in the Middle East to be heard 
muttering, as nails were slammed through bare flesh into a wooden crossbeam “They think 
it’s all over” and a few hours later as a body was carried away, to add, “It is now”.  But, as we 
know, it was … and yet it wasn’t.   
 
From the cross Jesus was heard to say, “It is finished” – which, of course, was true and yet not 
everything was finished (John 19:30).  Why?  Because almost immediately the controversy 
started.  Had he really died?  Where was the body?  Had people actually seen him, spoken to 
him and touched him since he was buried?   
 
And for more than two thousand years the evidence has been examined and re-examined; 
theories have been proposed and demolished, but the bottom line is that each of us who is 
open to the truth, can find the truth.   
 
But will the truth be believed or, like that disputed goal in 1966 which both was and wasn’t a 
goal, depending on your opinion, will the debate continue to rumble on? 
 
For what we might call the World Cup of Religious Events, the evidence is freely available for 
all of us to examine; the testimonies of witnesses remain open to scrutiny.  So, don’t let 
doubt be the winner; come to a decision. (see Matt 27;35 and 45-50; Rom 6;9) 


