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So close, and yet …  
 
 
 
 
 
She leapt high into the air, bent over and arched around the bar and cleared it, almost.  She 
had fallen foul of the curse of the high jumper; the trailing foot, or rather the millimetre of 
shoe which just grazed the bar, just enough to nudge it off its perch. 
 
With both grace and power he stroked the ball and watched it fly off the bat as everyone 
followed its progress, convinced they were seeing the perfect shot to win the match.  But the 
ball stopped millimetres from the boundary line and the team were denied the winning run. 
 
From an impossible angle the player launched the basketball towards the basket only to see 
it tantalisingly hover on the rim before falling the wrong side of the net. 
 
So near and yet so far.  So close and yet with nothing to show for the effort.  You can replay 
these instances a thousand times in your head but the outcome remains unchanged.  It just 
didn’t turn out the way it might have. 
 
These days we are used to seeing replays, at normal speed, slow motion, super-slomo, from 
multiple angles, all allowing commentators and pundits to analyse minutely what happened, 
and even what didn’t happen.  And yet, still the bar falls, the ball stops short and no basket is 
scored.   
 
Well, what did you expect?  You can replay past events, but you cannot change them.  What’s 
done is done. 
 
So what do we, as sports fans, expect to happen?  We expect the athletes and the players to 
get on with it!  We expect them to persevere.  Certainly there are disappointments and 
setbacks; as fans we know all about them, but they are history.  There may be some regrets 
but having taken note of what happened and learning from it, what will really make a 
difference next time?   
 
Well, there may be all sorts of things to modify, adjust or practice but above all there will 
need to be a determination to persevere.  It is an important quality that marks out some 
sportspeople and it can mark us out too. 
 
God knows us too well to expect us to get things right all the time, let alone first time.  But He 
does expect us to acknowledge our shortcomings, to learn from them and then press on, 
persevere, because there is a target to aim for and a goal to be achieved in the life of a 
follower of Jesus.  And, no, we are not there yet – but we can be closer, and get ever closer 
until …… we will make it. 
 
(See Hebrews 12; 1; James 1; 4 and 2 Corinthians 5; 9) 
 
 


