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Now that’s encouraging  
 
 
 
 
 
When a team goes five matches without winning or when a player continues to underachieve, 
even the most dedicated fan starts to ask a few questions. 
 
In my experience fans are remarkably tolerant, philosophical, positive and accepting of the 
dips in performance, though, of course, there will always be some who immediately call for 
heads to roll.   
 
The majority, however, seem ready to accept the bad times along with the good times, to ride 
out what they would label a temporary loss of form and look ahead to the improvement they 
feel sure will come.  The call most often heard is to “hang in there” and wait for a turnaround 
in fortunes, which will come. 
 
When times are tough and success is fading into a distant memory, some fans send messages 
of support to players or the coaches. You might call these “a word in season”.  Many of us 
have had something similar happen when we are down for whatever reason.  The unexpected 
call, the timely email or text, even a handwritten card or letter; examples of someone taking 
time out of their own busy lives to come alongside, perhaps to say no more than “I care” or “I 
know it’s miserable” or “anything I can do?” 
 
Finding the right words really is less important than offering some words.  Simply to know 
that someone else is concerned about your situation is incredibly supportive and 
encouraging.   
 
As followers of Jesus we have not been promised detours to avoid life’s disappointments, 
sorrows, frustrations or failures.  We have to be prepared to face all the experiences that 
come our way, and to be grateful to and for those who come alongside in our times of need. 
 
But equally, we have a responsibility to encourage and support those we meet who are 
struggling. In so doing we are not to differentiate nor discriminate between either individuals 
or needs, but rather we are to help in turning things around. 
 
All this may sound like nothing more than being a good neighbour, and in a sense that is 
exactly what it is.  But we can bring rather more to these situations.  We can bring the love of 
Christ; we can bring his presence and his peace.  In this, our actions may well speak far louder 
than any words. 
 
And here is a lesson we can learn from sports fans. They rate loyalty very highly.  It is a mark 
of true fans that they are not easily won over by others.  They do not switch camps on a 
whim. Many testify to their allegiance being life-long.  Maybe that can serve to remind us all 
to take our God-given responsibilities seriously. 
 
(See 1 Thessalonians 5; 11, 14) 


