
Passion for Sport, Enterprise House, St Austell Bay Business Park, Par Moor Road, St Austell, PL25 3RF 
Tel: 01392 580624 Email: office@passionforsport.com www.passionforsport.com  
 
Passion for Sport is a working name of 2K Plus International Sports Media, a registered charity in England and 
Wales. Charity No: 1091941 and UK registered company limited by guarantee no: 4286195 
Registered office: Whittingham Riddell LLP, Belmont House, Shrewsbury Business Park, Shrewsbury, SY2 6LG 

 
 
Glory be! 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the biggest names in sport have become so revered that the adulation and near-
worship given to them by devout fans is just a bit beyond my understanding. 
 
Those who have little, if any, interest in sport are bemused – not to say irritated – by the 
disproportionate attention given to someone whose primary achievement in life appears to 
centre on running or jumping or kicking or hitting.  I daren’t even approach the subject of the 
remuneration these stars receive for what I have heard called “trivial, inconsequential, self-
indulgent activity”.  Ouch!  
 
As sports fans we will see things differently but even we can wince when five figure sums are 
paid to professionals for a week’s work.  If we reframe what sportspeople do by placing it 
under the heading of entertainment, it may sit more easily on our consciences, though I know 
the harshest critics will still not be silenced. 
 
Away from the heady world of the professionals things are so very different.  This is where 
the only effect on the participant’s bank balance is a negative one because there is no 
sponsor to supply free kit and subscriptions and fees have to paid to participate.  Yet, there 
does remain something for which there is no price tag: and that is glory.  In my view there is 
nothing at all wrong with a bit of glory if it comes as a result of genuine achievement.  Glory is 
a reward.  It cannot be measured in terms of currency but it is recognised and valued. 
 
Of course, others have opportunities to bask in glory that is not essentially theirs.  Sports 
fans will have done very little themselves – apart from handing over their hard-earned cash 
at entrance gates and buying merchandise at grossly inflated prices – to help deliver success 
and the associated glory to those they support.  But nothing is going to deny those fans a 
taste of glory when it comes their way. 
 
Whether player or fan, a glimpse, let alone a taste of glory is not just handed over.  There is a 
road to glory and on the way challenges and barriers have to be faced and overcome.  Glory 
awaits the Christian at the end of his or her road; it is something that is assured.  There is no 
denying the many demands on the way, but this glory is real, it is lasting and it is personal. 
 
We know that for a sportsperson or a fan, glory will fade away.  We talk of living past glories, 
especially when we are unlikely to reach such dizzy heights again.  So to know that the glory 
we are promised will not fade must surely be, well, glorious! 
 
(See Romans 5; 1-2, Colossians 1;27) 
 
 


