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Fair enough  
  
 
 
 
 
Well done; good game; you beat me fair and square.  That’s the way it goes sometimes.  I 
enjoy playing but I also enjoy winning and faced with an opponent who is better than me or 
who has caught me on an off-day, I can’t complain.  In defeat I have to grin and bear it, or 
grimace and bear it, and hope I can do better next time, or hope my opponent has an off-day! 
 
What is harder, much harder to bear is when I have been beaten but not fair and square.  
There will be occasions when I know, or suspect, that someone is bending the rules, or doing 
something underhand to give them that winning edge. 
 
Sometimes it is down to the officials to spot what has happened and to take appropriate 
action, but what about when we are playing a friendly game on trust, the trust being that our 
opponent(s) will keep to the rules and not take an unfair advantage?  We actually talk about 
“playing the game” meaning we expect honesty. 
 
I reckon most true sports fans are pretty fair minded.  They want to see their side or hero win 
but they also want to see a good contest.  Delivering the winner you want but with little 
entertainment value is not really satisfying.  In fact true fans can feel short-changed despite 
having a win to celebrate. 
 
The same fair-minded fans will be uneasy when a win has come through deceit or deception, 
by conning or fraud.  Of course, some cheats do prosper but there is a cost.  Fans value 
reputation and a reputation is soon tarnished when the player shows him or herself not to be 
the genuine article.   
 
Exceptional skill and talent are rare enough commodities and that is what attracts us to 
watch and support those who are so gifted.  When those gifts are devalued by deliberately 
seeking to gain an unfair advantage, fans are not fooled and while they tolerate or overlook 
an occasional lapse, patience can wear thin. 
 
None of us is perfect; we all make mistakes.  Often they will be by accident and we will regret 
them and try to make amends.  But sometimes our mistakes arise from errors of judgment 
and such lapses will also cause us considerable regret.  
 
Acknowledging what has been wrong is important; demanding, quite possibly, but important.  
Those we have wronged need to know of our regret and our desire to do something about it.  
And I believe God also needs to know of our regret because He desires to forgive us and 
restore us.  That is how He can continue to fashion each of us into the person he wants us to 
be. 
 
(See Psalm 33; 5 and Colossians 3; 13) 


