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Do you understand?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
OK, it’s confession time.  I was a football referee for twenty-two years and I have been 
umpiring cricket for about twelve.  As enjoyable and fulfilling as those activities have been, I 
still maintain that nothing beats actually playing the game.   
 
Now, when I say officiating is enjoyable, and, in my experience, that has been so, most of the 
time, there are occasions when the edge can go off that enjoyment.  For me that is most likely 
when players display their ignorance of the laws of the game they are playing! 
 
Now I accept that in some games the laws or rules can be complex; some are open to a 
degree of interpretation and it is left to the official to rule by giving an opinion.  That does add 
a tantalising element to our understanding of some decisions, even with modern technology 
and super-slow-motion television replays!  Well, if nothing else, these minor controversies 
make for a lively debate over a post-match beverage or two. 
 
My gripe, however, is with the player who doesn’t know or hasn’t grasped the regulations 
under which he or she is supposed to be playing.  Surely, (and, yes, this is a cri de coeur), there 
is little excuse for not mugging up before taking to the field, on what is and is not permitted.  
Failing that, how I wish ignorance of the law were coupled with silence rather than complaint 
or dissent.  End of gripe! 
 
Well, not quite the end, as I now wonder if God isn’t entitled to a gripe or two (or considerably 
more) when we fail to differentiate right from wrong despite his laws being quite explicit.  I 
am not referring solely to The Commandments because throughout the Bible we are 
presented with statements and examples of what God expects of us. 
 
Indeed, in Jesus we have the perfect example of someone so in tune with and fulfilling God’s 
expectations that, by following him, we shouldn’t go off-track.  But Jesus’ example is not 
merely one of obeying the rules.  When we look more closely, we discover not only what he 
did but how He did it.  And what we see is his compassion. 
 
Laws can be enforced and they can be challenged.  Compassion cannot be enforced because it 
is a matter of will.  And neither can compassion be challenged, because true compassion 
carries with it no desire for personal gain.  That is Jesus’ example; that is what He taught, that 
is what he demonstrated.  Isn’t that the example we should be resolving to follow? 
 
(See Psalm 116; 5, Colossians 3; 12) 
 
 


