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Crowd control 
 
 
 
 
So who are the most enthusiastic and passionate sports fans?  Those who follow an English 
Premier League soccer club?  Those whose team reach the Super Bowl?  Formula One 
fanatics turning out in appalling weather to catch a glimpse of their heroes through the mist 
and spray?  Or maybe the England cricket team’s Barmy Army circling the globe to keep pace 
with the national side? 
 
All good shouts but I don’t think any of them come even close to the passion and fanaticism of 
a six-year old’s parent at the annual school sports day.  Believe me, I’ve been there and, 
reckless fool that I am, as a judge - and I still have the scars to prove it!  If ever there was a 
case for photo-finish technology or stewards’ enquiries, the playing field behind the 
classroom block is where the need is greatest. 
 
Given that half the competitors are unaware of the rules of running, such as keeping to lanes, 
and some parents lose all inhibitions (not to mention basic good manners and a civil tongue), 
the recipe for disaster, tears and tantrums is ready-made.  Not that the youngsters care a 
hoot, as long as the promised chocolate bar is delivered at the end of their ordeal. 
 
Mind you, there are times in our lives when we really could do with similar, overwhelming 
support and encouragement aimed in our direction.  There are darker days, perhaps a string 
of them, maybe even with no end to them in sight; when we feel isolated, victimised, unjustly 
dealt with and far from the blessed state we thought was ours as men and women who 
follow Jesus. 
 
I suppose I should now be suggesting a response which requires dropping to our knees and 
embarking upon some earnest prayer.  Sounds good but, frankly, sometimes it is just not that 
easy.  But I am more likely to respond to someone cheering me on, urging me, getting 
alongside me, genuinely encouraging me. 
 
It is certainly something we can do for others, but who is going to do it for us?  Well, I’ve got 
some good news on that score because the Bible tells us there is a “cloud of witnesses” doing 
just that.  It is a heaven-sent gift to us all; knowing that somewhere, somehow, “saints” are 
right with us.  No one can run a race for us but as sure as a six year old’s parent will give it 
everything to see his or her child through, so there are those who are unswervingly for us. 
 
The Church’s membership is not determined by a headcount of those currently attending 
worship on Sundays.  Its membership is derived from all nations in every age.  We, today, 
represent but a fragment in a moment of its remarkable history.  You would be right to be 
amazed and encouraged by the support you have. 
 
(See Hebrews 12, 1-2 and Galatians 3, 28-29) 
 
 


