
 
Vocation 
 
 
 
I watched my sister puffing and blowing, getting redder and redder in the face, stretching 
every sinew as she entered the final straight to complete the race.  She has been a 
competitive athlete since her early teens, and a pretty successful one, at that.  Despite 
turning 70 she still competes, attending 'Veteran' (these days more politely called 'Masters') 
events all over the world.  She is remarkably fit.  I am a few years younger but wouldn't be 
able to match her for either speed or stamina - and I don't intend to try! 
 
On this occasion she came in a creditable third and was delighted as she achieved a PB 
(personal best) for that season.  Soon, though, she was reviewing her performance and 
wondered how she might improve in time for the next occasion.  She knows full well she is 
never going to match anything close to her peak years - I tell her I am surprised she can even 
remember them, but that is just me being 'annoying little brother'.  But she remains utterly 
focussed on 'now' and 'next time'. 
 
One feature of her competing over the years has been deciding on which events to 
concentrate.  No longer 800 or even 400 metres; but the 200 and 100 metres are OK.  Hurdles 
and the field 'jumping disciplines' - long, high, triple - have brought her a host of medals in the 
last decade.  She has adjusted her expectations and shifted her focus to where success, 
together with her recognition of physical limitations, has guided her. 
 
I see a parallel with my own Christian development.  Essentially, I find myself asking: "What 
now or what next, God?"  I have come to realise that if I am to be most effective my 'vocation' 
may change from time to time.  What I was unable to do in my 20s or 30s, due to lack of 
experience or wisdom perhaps, I could take on in my middle years.  Into my 60s I acknowledge 
my energy can be sapped sooner than was once the case and so the things I take on have to 
be measured against my ability to deliver. 
 
But there is one thing of which I am sure.  There will always be a 'vocation' – something (or 
somethings) I should be doing as a Christian - and what I need to be considering and regularly 
reviewing is what it might be and then preparing myself for the transition into whatever 'it' 
may be. 
 
And there is another factor woven into this idea of 'transition'.  Christian activity has never 
been solely about 'doing'; it is as much about 'being', or more accurately 'becoming'.  What we 
do is important but who we are becoming is vital. 
 
(See Romans 12; 2 and 2 Corinthians 3; 18 and 4; 16) 
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